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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently Amended) Nuc lei c ac i d i nc l uding a nuc l e i c ac i d 
sequence so l octod from tho group cons i st i ng of: SEQ I D NOS. 1 - 9 An isolated 
nucleic acid having a nucleic acid sequence of at least 90% sequence identity to 
SEQ ID NO: 1 or SEQ ID NO: 2, which is anti-apoptotically active and funct i ona l 
var i at i ons of th i s nuc lei c ac i ds . 

2. - 7. (Canceled) 

8. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The isolated nucleic acid of 
claim 1 , wh e r ei n 100 or le ss nuc le ot i des ar e attach e d i n at le ast on e of th e 5' and 3' 
d i rect i ons to tho sequence soloctod from tho group cons i sting of SEQ I D Nos. 1 - 9 
having a nucleic acid sequence of at least 95% sequence identity to SEQ ID NO: 1 
or SEQ ID NO: 2 . 

9. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The isolated nucleic acid of 
claim 1 , wh e r ei n 70 or le ss nuc le ot i d e s ar e attach e d i n at le ast on e of th e 5' and 3' 
d i rect i ons to tho sequence soloctod from tho group cons i sting of SEQ I D Nos. 1 - 9 
having an anti-apoptotic activity of at least 70% inhibition . 

1 0. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The isolated nucleic acid of 
claim 1 , wh e r ei n 30 or le ss nuc le ot i des ar e attach e d i n at le ast on e of th e 5' and 3' 
d i rect i ons to th e sequ e nc e s e l e ct e d from th e group cons i sting of SEQ I D Nos. 1 - 9 
having an anti-apoptotic activity of at least 80% inhibition . 

1 1 . (Currently amended) [[A]] An isolated nucleic acid of claim 
1 , wh e r ei n 20 or le ss nuc le ot i d e s ar e attach e d i n at le ast on e of th e 5' and 3' 
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d i r e ct i ons to th e s e qu e nc e s e l e ct e d from th e group cons i st i ng of SEQ I D Nos. 1 - 9 
having an anti-apoptotic activity of at least 90% inhibition . 

1 2. (Currently amended) [[A]] An isolated nucleic acid of claim 
1 , wh e r ei n 1 0 or l e ss nuc le ot i d e s ar e attach e d i n at le ast on e of th e 5' and 3' 
d i rect i ons to the sequ e nc e s ele cted from th e group cons i st i ng of SEQ I D Nos. 1 - 9 
having an anti-apoptotic activity of at least 95% inhibition . 

1 3. (Currently amended) Nuc l e i c An isolated nucleic acid 
having a nucleic acid sequence selected from thoso of SEQ. I D Nos. 1 - 9 the group 
consisting of SEQ ID NO: 1 and SEQ ID NO: 2 . 

14. (Currently amended) Pharmaceut i ca l A pharmaceutical 
preparation comprising a nuc lei c ac i d the isolated nucleic acid of claim 1 in 
combination with a pharmaceutical vehicle. 

1 5. (Currently amended) A diagnostic test kit comprising a 
nuc lei c ac i d the isolated nucleic acid of claim 1 in combination with positive and 
negative controls. 

1 6. (Currently amended) A method of manufacturing a nuc le ic 
aeid the isolated nucleic acid of claim 1 , comprising chemically synthesizing the 
nucleic acid using a DNA/RNA synthesizer. 



8 



